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Ready to sign up for Part
A & Part B
To sign up for Part A (Hospital Insurance) and/or Part B (Medical Insurance), you’ll need

to contact the Social Security Administration. Depending on your situation, we can help

you find the easiest way to sign up.

Why don’t I contact Medicare to sign up for Part A and Part B? 

What's your situation?

An official website of the United States government Here's how you know Cambiar a español

Basics Health & Drug Plans Providers & Services
Chat Log in

https://es.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/sign-up/ready-to-sign-up-for-part-a-part-b
https://www.medicare.gov/
https://www.medicare.gov/account/login
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I want to sign up
for both Part A &
Part B or only Part
A when I turn 65

1. Apply online (at Social

Security) – This is the

easiest and fastest way to

sign up and get any financial

help you qualify for.

2. You’ll create your secure my

Social Security account to

sign up for Medicare or

apply for Social Security

benefits online.

You can only sign up for

Part B (or Part A if you have

to pay a premium for it) at

certain times. Learn about

Part A & Part B sign up

periods.

Apply Online

I already have Part
A & want to add
Part B because I’m
losing my job-
based coverage

1. Apply online to sign up for

Part B if you already have

Part A.

2. Have the employer fill out

form CMS-L564.

3. Send the completed form to

your local Social Security

office by fax or mail.

If the employer can’t fill it

out, complete Section B of

the CMS-L564 form as best

you can, but don’t sign it.

You’ll need to submit proof

of job-based health

insurance.

Learn about what forms of
proof you’ll need to send.


Apply Online

https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/sign-up/when-does-medicare-coverage-start
https://www.ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms-Items/CMS009718
https://www.ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up/part-b-only


8/12/24, 1:18 PMReady to sign up for Part A & Part B | Medicare

Page 3 of 7https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/sign-up/r…t%20Social%20Security,for%20Social%20Security%20benefits%20online.

I want to sign up
for Part A & Part B,
but I missed my
chance when I
turned 65

You can only sign up using

one of these Special

Enrollment Periods in

certain situations.

What situations qualify for
an exceptional conditions
Special Enrollment Period?


1. Fill out form CMS-10797.

2. Send the completed form to

your local Social Security

office by fax or mail.

Download Form

I have Part A
already & want to
add Part B (only
available Jan 1 –
March 31)

Only sign up this way if

none of the other

situations on this page

apply to you. You can only

sign up for Part B at certain

times. Learn about Part A &

Part B sign up periods.

1. Fill out form CMS-40B.

2. Send the completed form to

your local Social Security

office by fax or mail.

Download Form

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/application-medicare-part-part-b-special-enrollment-period-exceptional-conditions.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/sign-up/when-does-medicare-coverage-start
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms-Items/CMS017339
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To submit your forms:

Send completed forms to your local Social Security office by fax or mail.

If you or your spouse worked for a railroad, call the Railroad Retirement Board

at 1-877-772-5772.

If you live outside the U.S.: You may want to get Part B if you plan to return to the U.S. to

get health care services. Get help signing up for Part B if you live in a foreign country.

After you sign up
You’ll get a welcome package with your Medicare card, which has your Medicare

Number. You’ll need your Medicare Number to create your secure Medicare account

here on Medicare.gov, join a plan, or buy supplemental insurance.

What do you want to do next?

https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
https://www.ssa.gov/foreign/foreign.htm
https://www.medicare.gov/media/12020-Welcome-to-Medicare.pdf?linkit_matcher=1
https://www.medicare.gov/account/create-account
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Next Step

Get more
coverage

Compare options &

when to get

coverage

Explore
Coverage
Options

Take Action

Sign up for
Medicare
Contact Social

Security to sign up

for Medicare

Sign Up Now

More Details

Find cost
saving

programs
Get help with

paying for health

care & drug costs

Find Savings
Programs

https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/get-more-coverage
https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/get-more-coverage
https://www.ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up
https://www.ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up
https://www.medicare.gov/basics/costs/help
https://www.medicare.gov/basics/costs/help
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Health & drug plans

Medicare basics

Providers & services

What Medicare covers

Drug coverage (Part D)

Claims & appeals

Site map

Find health & drug plans

Find care providers

Find medical equipment &

suppliers

Find a Medicare

Supplement Insurance

(Medigap) policy

Find publications

Talk to someone

Manage your email

preferences

HealthCare.gov

InsureKidsNow.gov

Medicaid.gov

CMS.gov

HHS.gov

USA.gov

FOIA

No Fear Act

Inspector General

Archive

Downloadable databases

Site Menu Take Action CMS & HHS Websites

Helpful Links

https://www.medicare.gov/health-drug-plans
https://www.medicare.gov/basics
https://www.medicare.gov/providers-services
https://www.medicare.gov/coverage
https://www.medicare.gov/drug-coverage-part-d
https://www.medicare.gov/claims-appeals
https://www.medicare.gov/sitemap
https://www.medicare.gov/plan-compare/
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://www.medicare.gov/medical-equipment-suppliers/
https://www.medicare.gov/medigap-supplemental-insurance-plans/
https://www.medicare.gov/publications
https://www.medicare.gov/talk-to-someone
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMSMYMEDICARE/subscriber/edit
https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://www.insurekidsnow.gov/
https://medicaid.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/
https://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/about-cms/web-policies-important-links/foia
https://www.cms.gov/about-cms/web-policies-important-links/no-fear-act
https://oig.hhs.gov/
https://www.medicare.gov/archive
https://www.cms.gov/data-research/statistics-trends-and-reports/medicare-advantagepart-d-contract-and-enrollment-data


8/12/24, 1:18 PMReady to sign up for Part A & Part B | Medicare

Page 7 of 7https://www.medicare.gov/basics/get-started-with-medicare/sign-up/r…t%20Social%20Security,for%20Social%20Security%20benefits%20online.

Signup for email
updates
ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

name@example.com

Next Step
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Linking Policy Using this site Plain Writing

A federal government website managed and paid for
by the U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
7500 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244

By checking this box, you consent to

our data privacy policy.

https://www.facebook.com/medicare
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